DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

had their Lives and Memoirs published, and some
beautiful ones : Bunsen's by his wife ; Lord Elgin's
by his (very touching and interesting) ; Lord Palmer-
ston's, etc., etc. ... He [Mr. Theodore Martin] has
taken seven years to prepare the whole, supplied by me
with every letter and extract; and a deal of time it
took, but I felt it would be a national sacred work.
You must, I think, see I am right now ; Papa and I
too would have suffered otherwise. I think even the
German side of his character will be understood. . . ."*

In consequence of the Queen's distaste for long
visits from her daughters abroad. Princess Louis had
been invited to England of late years less frequently
and for shorter periods, but after each there poured
out the old spring of tenderest love and gratitude,
of the inexpressible joy of having seen her again.
Evidently the Queen did not realize that her
daughter's health and vital force were ebbing, for
before one of these visits Princess Louis warned her
how weak she was, and that till the fine air and the
quiet of Balmoral restored her, she would be up to
very little. She hoped that her mother would not
mind her not coming down to dinner at first, for
she knew that the Queen disliked any signs of in-
validism in her house, and expected people to come
down to dinner in spite of their feeling rather
poorly. She went alone without either her husband
or her children, and she had to break the long
journey at Edinburgh. She wrote to Balmoral from
there, saying, with a touch of the old thrilled interest
in small happenings, how the people in the house

1 Ibid., pp. 287, 288.
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